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Coláiste Muire, Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 

Polasaí Obair Bhaile & Staidéar 

 

Ráiteas Misin 

Colaiste Muire is a co-educational Voluntary Secondary School in the Gaeltacht dedicated to the 

promotion of Irish as the first language of the community.  The school is operated on the basis of the 

fundamental Christian principal; treat others as we ourselves would like to be treated.  The school 

authorities and staff work to ensure a safe school environment.  We strive to encourage the holistic 

development of our students in an atmosphere that enhances both academic and personal growth 

through the medium of Irish. 

 

Réasúnaíocht 

This policy is drawn up to inform the school community of the school’s position in relation to 

homework. It will also promote uniformity and consistency in the approach to homework. The 

purpose of homework is to complement the work covered in class so that students are allowed to 

illustrate an understanding of work covered. Students are encouraged to show some degree of 

independent thinking which will be subsequently monitored and allow teachers to give positive 

feedback on each assignment. We at Coláiste Muire see homework as an essential part of learning 

and an important aspect of a student’s learning process, helping to develop study skills and self-

discipline.  

 

Sainmhíniú 

In a school context, homework, from an educational perspective, means work given by a teacher to a 

student or a class that will engage a student in a learning activity, which could involve reading or 

written material, or a combination of both. The reading of material may involve reading for a specific 

purpose so as to gather information from a piece, relevant to the coursework currently being 

undertaken in class. It may also involve reading with a view to improving reading skills. Reading as 

homework may be given as a relaxing exercise. A written piece of homework, including 

mathematics, or any activity that will involve the use of pens, pencils, colouring pencils, etc… is a 

piece of work given to a student/class that will involve the student/class presenting a visual piece of 

work for a teacher that the teacher can access or mark. A mark is defined as a verbal remark, a 

written comment, grade or tick on the work. The work may also be initialled by the teacher, and a 

note taken of the date. 

This homework is given to supplement what is currently being covered in the teachers’ class, and 

may involve recollection of data covered in a previous class, or creation of a piece of work based on 

guidelines by the teacher. It will involve a student physically presenting the work, normally to be 

done at home, to the teacher on a specific date. 
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Spriocanna 

1. To ensure consistent approaches to setting and reviewing homework. 

2. To help teachers to diagnose the strengths of and challenges for particular students and to 

indicate where improvement could be made. 

3. To assess/evaluate the progress of students. 

4. To encourage students to work independently, to organise and make proper use of their 

time and to develop good study habits. 

5. To revise and reinforce work done in class. 

6. To enhance student achievements. 

7. To give students the opportunity, on occasions to carry out research on their own. 

8. To encourage parents to take an interest in and share responsibility for their child’s work 

and progress. 

 

Dialann Scoile 

The dialann scoile should be placed on the desk at the beginning of each class. Failure to bring the 

dialann scoile to class is a serious breach of rules. The dialann scoile will be used as a method of 

communication between the school and parents. 

 

Amantaí 

The following time scales are given as a guide to students and parents / guardians towards the 

amount of time a student should spend studying at home during the week and at weekends: 

           Bliain / Year   Luan-Aoine / Mon-Fri Deireadh Seachtaine           

            Week-end 

1ú : First 1.5  ---  2  uair / hours  2  uair 

2ú : Second 2  --      2.5   uair  3  uair 

3ú : Third 2.5  --   3   uair  4  uair 

4ú : Transition Year 1     +   uair  1  uair 

5ú : Fifth 3     +   uair  4  uair 

6ú : Sixth 3     +   uair  8+  uair 

 

**The school authorities recommend that students in exam classes do not hold part-time jobs.    

 

Absence from Class 

If a student is absent from class due to illness or extra-curricular activities, it is the responsibility of 

the student to catch up on the work that has been missed. However, extra-curricular activities 

should not be used as an excuse for not producing work. If a pupil has a concern, then he or she 

should consult with the subject teacher. In the case of longer planned or unplanned absences, the 

pupil or parent should consult with the school principal for advice. 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

Smachtbhanna 

Homework assignments and deadlines are set by subject teachers and must be adhered to. Lack of 

co-operation by pupils may be dealt with in a variety of ways such as: 

 

 Verbal and/or written reprimand in the dialann scoile. 

 An individual teacher may detain the pupil during break/lunchtime until the work is 

completed. 

 Sanction set by the teacher. 

 Discussion with students. 

 Discussion with parents by phone / by letter / by visit to school. 

 Use of the school’s detention system for persistent failure to do / attempt homework on 3 

separate occasions. 

 In cases of persistent disregard of school rules in relation to homework and diaries, a letter 

will be sent home to parents reminding them of their responsibility as a partner in education 

to regularly check their child’s dialann scoile. 

 

Dualgaisí an Bord Bainistíochta 

 To ensure policy is drawn up, developed and evaluated from time to time. 

 To approve policy and support its implementation. 

 To receive reports on implementation. 

 

Dualgaisí an Príomhoide, Leasphríomhoide agus Ardbhainistíocht 

 To support and monitor the implementation of policy. 

 To support the development of students study skills. 

 To support teachers in their interactions with pupils in relation to non-compliance with the 

policy. 
 

Dualgaisí na Múinteoirí 

Teachers see the importance of meaningful and appropriate homework. Student achievement rises 

significantly when teachers regularly give homework and students conscientiously do it.  

 To develop and implement the policy, assign, provide feedback to students and record 

homework set. 

 Lay out expectations. 

 Make homework clear and write homework on the whiteboard before the end of each class 

to allow students adequate time to record it in their dialann scoile. 

 Homework will be corrected regularly within the class and copies will also be taken and 

corrected on a regular basis. 

 To leave adequate classwork and homework if absent from class due to school business. In 

some instances this may not be possible due to illness, etc… 

 Encourage and teach good study habits. 

 Provide constructive feedback. 

 Give praise and motivate. 

 Give help as needed. 

 Communicate with parents. 
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 Show respect for students. 

 Inform parents through the use of the dialann scoile of instances where homework is not 

completed. 
 

Dualgaisí na Tuismitheoirí 

Parents have an important supervisory responsibility in ensuring that homework is carried out 

regularly, carefully and without distraction. Parents should: 

 Provide necessary support, encouragement for completion of homework.  

 Check and sign the dialann scoile each night. 

 Provide suitable study environment free from technological devices for homework. 

 See that adequate time is spent on homework and that homework is completed.  

 If for any valid reason a student has been unable to do homework, an explanatory note is 

required and appreciated.  
 

Dualgaisí na Daltaí 

 Students must have their homework dialann scoile in class at all times.  

 The dialann scoile should be placed on the desk at the beginning of the class.  

 The dialann scoile is seen as a schoolbook and not a personal diary. 

 All homework assignments should be recorded by the end of each class and entered into the 

dialann scoile. 

 Responsibility lies with students to do homework, present it properly and co-operate with 

the teacher. 

 Students are required to complete projects carefully and on time. 

 Students absent from school for whatever reason must catch up on the work covered for the 

day(s) they were absent. 

 Students must also get homework from classes if they are at football matches, school trips, 

etc… 

 Transition Year students are expected to adhere to deadlines set for work. 

 

Performance Criteria 

The effectiveness of this policy will be judged by: 

 Whether goals, which are clearly explained, are being achieved. 

 Student’s knowledge and understanding are improved. 

 Good quality homework will be presented. 

 Teachers, parents and students are satisfied with the effectiveness of policy. 

 

Monatóireacht 

 Teachers report to parents using the dialann scoile if homework is not being done.  

 Subject teachers aim to promote a positive and active attitude towards homework.  

 Subject teachers liaise with Tutor, Year Head, Deputy Principal and Principal as appropriate.  

 Principal reports to Board of Management.  

 

Athbhreithniú 

Reviewed as part of overall policy review after one year. 


